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ENROLLED

e Sesion 209 ACT No. 436

HOUSE BILL NO. 827

BY REPRESENTATIVE SIMON
Prefiled pursuant to Article 111, Section 2(A)(4)(b)(i) of the Constitution of Louisiana.

AN ACT

To amend and reenact R.S. 18:101(B), 102.1, 106(B) and (C), 114(F)(2), 115(F)(2)(a),
152(C)(4), 425(B)(1), 531(B), 533(A)(1), 564(A), (B)(5), (D), and (E), 1303(F) and
(1), 1306(E)(2), 1307(G), 1310(B)(2), 1333, 1334(A)(introductory paragraph) and
(1) and (D), to enact R.S. 18:106.1, 1307(H), 1309.3, 1310(C), and 1461(A)(24), and
torepea R.S. 18:1309(E)(5), 1321, 1331, 1332, and 1335, relative to the Louisiana
Election Code; to revise the system of laws comprising the L ouisiana Election Code,
particularly with respect to voterswith special needs; to providerelativeto theduties
of registrars of voters; to provide relative to the registration of voters; to provide
relative to changes in registrations; to provide relative to procedures and
regquirementsfor voting; to provide relative to commissioners; to providerelative to
assistanceinvoting; to providerel ative to application for voting and voting absentee
by mail; to provide relative to early voting; to provide relative to voting early for
certain personsresiding in anursing home; to provide relative to polling places and
parish governing authorities dutiesrel ative thereto; to remove certain provisionsfor
specia programs for physically handicapped voters; to provide relative to election
offenses; to providefor penalties; to providefor certain duties of the Louisiana State
Law Institute with respect to the revisions; and to provide for related matters.

Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 18:101(B), 102.1, 106(B) and (C), 114(F)(2), 115(F)(2)(a),

152(C)(4), 425(B)(1), 531(B), 533(A)(1), 564(A), (B)(5), (D), and (E), 1303(F) and (I),

1306(E)(2), 1307(G), 1310(B)(2), 1333, 1334(A)(introductory paragraph) and (1) and (D)

are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 18:106.1, 1307(H), 1309.3, 1310(C), and

1461(A)(24) are hereby enacted to read as follows:
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HB NO. 827 ENROLLED

8101. Registration to vote; qualifications, more than one residence; presidential

elections

B. For purposes of the laws governing voter registration and voting,
"resident” means a citizen who resides in this state and in the parish, municipality,
if any, and precinct inwhich heoffersto register and vote, with an intention to reside
there indefinitely. If a citizen resides at more than one place in the state with an
intention to reside there indefinitely, he may register and vote only at one of the
places at which he resides. However+f If a person claims a homestead exemption,
pursuant to Article VI, Section 20 of the Constitution of Louisiana, on one of the
residences, he shall register and vote in the precinct in which that residence is

located, except that a person who resides in a nursing home as defined in R.S.

40:2009.2 or of a veterans home operated by the state or federal government may

register and vote at the address where the nursing home or veterans homeis|located.

For purposes of voter registration and voting, theresidence of amarried woman shall
be determined in the same manner asis required for any other citizen. A citizen of
this state shall not be or remain registered or vote in more than one place of

residence at any onetime.

8102.1. Persons suffering-from-mentatretardatron with intellectual or cognitive
disabilities

A. ltisthepolicy of the state of L ouisianato encouragethefull participation
in voting by all citizens of this state, including persons with mentaretardation

intellectual or cognitive disabilities who have not been declared to be mentaly

incompetent pursuant to a full interdiction, or whose right to vote has not been
suspended by alimited interdiction, regardless of such person’sliving arrangements,
which include but shall not be limited to a group home, tastitdtion long-term care
facility, or treatment facility.

B. The Department of Health and Hospitals shall promulgate rules and

regulations in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act to insure that
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HB NO. 827 ENROLLED

persons with mental-retardatton intellectual or cognitive disabilities for whom the

department provides care and treatment who are not subject to afull interdiction or
alimited interdiction in which the right to register and vote has specifically been
suspended are permitted to do so in compliance with federal and state laws and
regulations. Such rules and regulations shall be premtitgated-and-adopted proposed
within ninety days of the effective date of this Section and such rulesand regulations

shall be reeetvedptrsuantto subject to oversight by the Senate and Governmental

Affairs Committee and the House and Governmental Affairs Committee in the

manner _provided in the Administrative Procedure Act—ef—the—Senate—and

8106. Physical disability; inability to write English; language minority groups;

execution of documents; assistance

* * *

B. If the person requesting assistance ts-physieatty-handicapped-or has a

physical disability or isunable to read or write English, the registrar or any person

authorized to accept voter registration applications shall assist the person by reading
the documents to him and by executing the documents by writing what the person
dictates. If the applicant or voter does not speak English adequately for such
dictation, the dictation shall be given and taken through an interpreter. If the
applicant or voter is able to sign his name to the document, he shall do so. If heis
unableto sign hisname, he shall sign with hismark in the presence of two witnesses,
who shall sign as witnesses to his mark.

C.(2) If subsequent to registration a voter becomesphysicatty-handicapped

acquires a physical disability and needs assistance in voting, he shal notify the

appropriate registrar thereof in person or by mail and shall furnish with-theretice-a

the registrar proof of disability.

(2) For purposes of this Subsection proof of disability means one of the

following:
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HB NO. 827 ENROLLED

(@ A certificate of a medical doctor or optometrist certifying to the

irremediable nature of the physical handieap-asproof-of disability.

(b) A copy of a current mobility-impaired identification card bearing a

photograph of the voter and the international symbol of accessibility issued by the

secretary of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections as authorized by R.S.

47:463.4.

(c) A copy of current documentation showing eligibility for social security

disability benefits, veteran'sdisability benefits, paratransit services, benefitsfrom the

office for citizens with developmental disabilities, or benefits from Louisiana

Rehabilitation Services.

(3) _If notifying the registrar by mail, in addition to notice and proof of

disability, thevoter shall furnish theregistrar acopy of hisLouisianadriver'slicense,

his L ouisiana special identification card issued pursuant to R.S. 40:1321, or other

generally recognized pictureidentification card that contains the name and signature

of the voter, or aform on which the person has listed the names and addresses of at

least two persons residing in his precinct who could make oath, if required, to the

effect that the person is physically disabled. If heisunable to sign his name to the

notice sent by mail, he shall signit with his mark witnessed by the signatures of two
witnesses.

(4) Thefailure of avoter to comply with this Subsection, or the furnishing
of notice and proof during the timethat the registration records are closed, shall not
deprive the voter of his right to vote and to receive assistance in voting if he
complies with the requirements of the laws governing the conduct of electionswith
respect to assistance to voters in casting their votes.

* * *

8106.1. Change of reqgistration for disabled voters and documentation establishing

disability

A. If adisabled person who is registered to vote in one parish changes his

registration to another parish, he shall be eligible to vote absentee by mail in hisnew

parish of registration without having to submit to the reqgistrar of voters for the new
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HB NO. 827 ENROLLED

parish additional documentation establishing his disability, provided the person is

otherwise qualified to vote and meets one of the following conditions:

(1) Prior to January 1, 2010, the person was approved by a parish board of

election supervisors as being eligible to participate in the Special Program for

Handicapped V oters as such program existed prior to January 1, 2010.

(2) The person had submitted to the registrar for his previous parish of

registration current proof of disability from a physician along with a certification

from the physician indicating that by reason of the voter's disability the voter is

unable to appear in person to vote either during early voting or at the polling place

on election day.

B. Thereqgistrar of voters for the new parish of registration shall request a

copy of thedocumentation onfilerelating to the person'sdisability from thereqgistrar

of voters for the person's previous parish of registration.

* * *

8114. Registration at driver'slicense facilities
* * *
F. Procedures for voter registration pursuant to this Section shall be as

follows:

(2) Any employee authorized to accept an application to obtain, renew, or
change the name or address on a driver's license or identification card shall offer
voter registration to any person making such an application and, upon request, shall
provide assistance to any person who desiresto register to vote. Such assistance may
consist of answering any question that person might have about completing the
registration form. However, if the person requesting assistance ts—physieatty

handieapped-or has a physical disability or is unable to read or write English, the

authorized employee shall provide such assistance asis alowed to be provided by

registrars of voters under the provisions of R.S. 18:106.

* * *
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HB NO. 827 ENROLLED

8115. Registration by mail

(2) The provisions of Paragraph (1) of this Subsection shall not apply in the
case of the following:
(a)(i) A personwho isotherwise entitled to vote under the provisions of the

Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee VVoting Act; or the VVoting Accessibility

for the Elderly and Handicapped Act—er—the—Spectat—+Program—forPhysicalty

(ii) _Any person who is otherwise entitled to vote and who prior to January

1, 2010, was approved by a parish board of election supervisors as being eligible to

participate in the Special Program for Handicapped V oters as such program existed

prior to January 1, 2010.

(iii) Any person who is otherwise entitled to vote and who has submitted to

the registrar of voters current proof of disability from a physician along with a

certification from the physician which indicates that by reason of the person's

disability the person is unable to appear in person to vote either during early voting

or at the polling place on election day, and if the person submitted the proof of

disability to reqgistrar by mail, who included in his submission to the registrar acopy

of his Louisiana driver's license, his Louisiana specia identification card issued

pursuant to R.S. 40:1321, or other generally recognized picture identification card

that containsthe name and signature of the person, or aform on which the person has

listed the names and addresses of at |east two persons residing in his precinct who

could make oath, if required, to the effect that the person is physically disabled.

8152. Required records
C.
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HB NO. 827 ENROLLED

(4) Theregistration records to be used at the polls for voter identification

shall contain thereon information, if applicable, showing that the registrant is

physeatty-handicapped-or has a physical disability or is unable to read. If the

registrant is unable to read or write English, the records shall show in which

language he is entitled to printed materials, ballots, and assistance if heisamember
of alanguage minority group under a determination made under the federal Voting
Rights Act. A voter entitled to assistance whose record so indicates may be given
such assistance at the polls at the voter's request.

* * *

8425. Commissioners

B. Quadlifications and classifications. (1) A qualified voter who is not

entittedto marked for assistance in voting in the precinct register, who does not

require the use of the audio ballot in voting, and who is not a candidate in the

election may be selected as acommissioner in any precinct of the ward where heis
registered to vote, except pursuant to R.S. 18:434(B) and (D) in which case he may
be selected as acommissioner in any precinct of the parish where heisregistered to
vote or as otherwise provided in Paragraph (4) of Subsection A of this Section.

* * *

8531. Placesfor voting in primary and general elections

B. Notwithstanding the provisions of any law to the contrary, whenever the
polling place to which a voter is assigned is inaccessible to him by reason of a
physical handieap disability, the voter may cast hisvote at the polling place nearest
the precinct at which heisregistered which is accessible to the voter, provided such
polling place is within the same congressional, senatorial, representative, school
board, police jury, councilmanic and all other districts as the precinct at which heis
registered. To be permitted to cast his vote at another precinct, the voter, not less
than ten days before the election, shall produce satisfactory evidence of hishanelieap

disability to the registrar of votersin the parish in which heisregistered. If, inthe
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opinion of the registrar, the voter, due to the physical handieap disability, is unable
to cast hisvote at the precinct in which heisregistered, theregistrar shall issueto the
voter specia authorization to cast his vote at another specifically named precinct as
provided herein in this Section and shall transfer the registration certificate of such
voter to that precinct. The authorization so issued shall be shown by the voter to the
commissionersat the polling place. Theright of avoter to cast hisvotein aprecinct
within theward and district other than the onein which heisregistered shall remain
effective for subsequent elections until the voter no longer isin need of theright to
vote in another precinct. The voter shall notify the registrar of voters immediately
if for any reason such need no longer exists.
§533. Establishment and location of polling places; responsibility for acts or

omissions

A. Establishment. (1) Thegoverning authority of each parish shall establish
onepolling placefor each precinct. Each polling place shall be equipped with proper
electric current, fixtures, and outlets necessary to properly operate the voting
machines and otherwise to conduct the election. Each polling place shall have

sanitary facilities available. The governing authority shall complete a survey form

prepared by the secretary of state for each polling placein its parish and shall certify

to the secretary of state that each polling place meets the accessibility standards for

individuals with disabilities adopted by the secretary of state.

* * *

8564. Assistancein voting on election day

A. Voters entitled to assistance. A voter shall not receive assistance in
voting unless heisunableto read, or is unable to vote without assi stance because of

a physical handieap disability, including btnenress being visually impaired. If a

voter who is entitled to receive assistance in voting chooses to vote using the audio
ballot instead of receiving assistance, and the audio ballot equipment fails, the voter

shall be entitled to assistance in voting as provided in this Section.
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HB NO. 827 ENROLLED

B. Persons prohibited from assisting voters.

(5)(a) Except as provided in Paragraphs (1) through (4) of this Subsection,
avoter entitled to assistance in voting may receive the assistance of any person of
his choice, including a commissioner.

(b) Except for a commissioner, the person assisting the voter shall present

to the commissioners his Louisiana driver's license, his Louisiana special

identification card issued pursuant to R.S. 40:1321, or other generally recognized

picture identification card that contains the name and signature of the person

assisting the voter. The commissioners shall write the voter's name in the precinct

register and write the name of the person, including a commissioner, assisting the

voter behind thetabfor Assistanceto Voters. The person, including acommissioner,

assisting the voter shall sign his name behind the tab for Assistance to Voters.

* * *

D.(1)(a) Prior to receiving assistance under this Section due to a disability,

including visual impairment, the voter shall file with the registrar in person or by

mail a statement setting forth the necessity and reasons for this assistance and shall
furnish the registrar one of the following:

(i) A certificate of a medical doctor or optometrist certifying to the
irremediable nature of the physical hanedieap disability as proof of disability.

(i) A copy of a current mobility-impaired identification card bearing a
photograph of the voter and the international symbol of accessibility issued by the
secretary of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections as authorized by the
provisions of R.S. 47:463.4.

(iii) A copy of current proeof-ef-disabttty documentation showing eligibility
for social security disability benefits, veteran's disability benefits, paratransit
services, benefits from the office for citizens with developmental disabilities, or
benefits from Louisiana Rehabilitation Services.

(b) If the voter is submitting the information required by this Paragraph by

mail, he shall also submit to thereqgistrar acopy of his Louisianadriver'slicense, his
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HB NO. 827 ENROLLED

Louisiana specia identification card issued pursuant to R.S. 40:1321, or other

generally recognized pictureidentification card that contains the name and signature

of the voter.
(c) If such statement with such documentation, if applicable, isfiled with the

registrar as provided in this Paragraph or if a statement with such documentation, if

applicable, is presented to the commissioner-in-charge on election day pursuant to
Paragraph (2) of this Subsection, the registrar shall indicate such facts onthevoter's
original application for registration;,-en-the-voting—eertifieate; and on any other
official registration records. Theregistrar shall retain the statement-ef-elisabitity-for

thirty-days-after the-etection and documentation, if applicable. Thereafter, the voter

shall not be required to present evidence of any kind at the polls or during early

voting.

(2)(a) A voter shall also be entitled to assistance without having filed with
theregistrar a statement setting forth the necessity and reasons for this assistanceif,
on election day, the voter presents to the commissioner-in-charge one of the

following as proof of disability:

(i) A physician's certificate indicating the voter's inability to vote without
assistance because of a physical handieap disability.

(if) A current mobility-impaired identification card bearing a photograph of
the voter and the international symbol of accessibility issued by the secretary of the
Department of Public Safety and Corrections as authorized by the provisionsof R.S.
47:463.4.

(iii) A copy of current preef-ef-disabttty documentation showing eligibility
for social security disability benefits, veteran's disability benefits, paratransit
services, benefits from the office for citizens with developmental disabilities, or
benefits from Louisiana Rehabilitation Services.

(b) The commissioner-in-charge shall place any physician's certificate,

statement setting forth the necessity and reasons for assistance, or copy of proof of

disability presented by a voter in the envelope marked "Registrar of Voters' and

attach the envelope to the precinct register.
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E. A voter who tsvistbly-handieapped has a visible physical disability or

who presents a current mobility-impaired identification card bearing a photograph

of the voter and the international symbol of accessibility issued by the secretary of

the Department of Public Safety and Corrections as authorized by the provisions of

R.S. 47:463.4, and the person who will be assisting him in voting, shall be allowed
to go to the front of the line to cast a ballot at the pollserwherearty-voting.

* * *

§1303. Persons entitled to vote in compliance with this Chapter

* * *

F. Specta-haneicappedpersons Participantsin former program for disabled
voters. A person who lives at home and ts-approvedforparticipationtithe-Spectat

by-mait-asprovided-theret: who prior to January 1, 2010, was approved by aparish

board of election supervisors as being eligible to participate in the Special Program

for Handicapped V oters as such program existed prior to January 1, 2010, may vote

absentee by mail upon meeting the requirements of this Chapter.

* * *

|. Disabled voters. (1) Any qualified voter who submitsany of thefollowing

to the registrar of voters may vote absentee by mail upon meeting the requirements
of this Chapter:

) (@) A copy of acurrent mobility-impaired identification card bearing a
photograph of the voter and the international symbol of accessibility issued by the
secretary of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections as authorized by the
provisions of R.S. 47:463.4.

2 (b) A copy of current preef—of—disabtity documentation showing
eligibility for social security disability benefits, veteran's disability benefits,
paratransit services, benefits from the office for citizens with developmental
disabilities, or benefits from Louisiana Rehabilitation Services.

£3) (c) Current proof of disability from a physician.
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(2) Any voter who submitstheinformation required by Paragraph (1) of this

Subsection by mail to the registrar shall include a copy of his Louisiana driver's

license, his Louisianaspecial identification card issued pursuant to R.S. 40:1321, or

other generaly recognized picture identification card that contains the name and

sighature of the voter or a form on which the voter has listed the names and

addresses of at least two persons residing in his precinct who could make oath, if

reguired, to the effect that the voter is physically disabled.

* * *

§1306. Preparation and distribution of absentee by mail and early voting ballots

* * *

(2) An absentee by mail or early voting balot envelope flap shall also
contain linesfor the handwritten signature of two witnesses. The voter may sign the

certificate in the presence of two witnesses, or one witness if the voter is a

sigrthe-eertifieate voting absentee by mail as authorized by R.S. 18:1303(F) or (1),

and in such acase, the voter shall not be required to obtain the signature of a notary
public, but his certificate shall be made under penalty of perjury for providing false
or fraudulent information. Above the perforation and along the seal line, the words
"DO NOT DETACH FLAP" shadl be printed.

* * *

§1307. Application by mail

G. If the applicant is eligible to vote absentee by mail pursuant to R.S.
18:1303(F), (1), or (J), hisapplication, if such application meets the requirements of
this Section, shall remain valid indefinitely, unless an absentee by mail ballot that
has been sent to the applicant is returned to the registrar as undeliverable. If the
applicant's absentee by mail ballot is returned to the registrar as undeliverable, the

registrar shall send notice by forwardable mail to such applicant that his application
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will no longer be valid, and the applicant shall be required to submit a new
application to the registrar that meets the requirements of this Section and provide
acurrent address before the applicant will be eligible to vote absentee by mail again
pursuant to this Section.

H. If thereqgistrar of voters hasreason to believethat the diqgibility of avoter

to vote absentee by mail pursuant to R.S. 18:1303(1) isbased upon false or fraudul ent

information, he shall immediately notify the parish board of e ection supervisors. If,

after appropriate hearing and opportunity for the voter to be heard, the parish board

of election supervisors finds that the voter's eligibility to vote absentee by mail was

based upon false or fraudulent information, the board shall inform the appropriate

district attorney and the registrar of voters who shall not allow the voter to vote

absentee by mail pursuant to R.S. 18:1303(1).

* * *

§1309.3. Assistancein voting during early voting

A. Votersentitled to assistance during early voting. A voter shall not receive

assistancein voting unless heisunableto read or is unableto vote without assistance

because of a physical disability, including visual impairment. If a voter who is

entitled to receive assistance in voting chooses to vote using the audio ballot instead

of receiving assistance and the audio ballot equipment fails, the voter shall be

entitled to assistance in voting as provided in this Section.

B. Persons prohibited from assisting voters during early voting. (1) No

candidate in any election may assist any voter in casting his ballot in that el ection.

(2) No employer or employer's agent may assist an employee in voting.

(3) No union agent may assist a union member in voting.

(4)(a) Except as provided in Paragraphs (1) through (3) of this Subsection,

avoter entitled to assistance in voting may receive the assistance of any person of

his choice, including a registrar or deputy registrar.

(b) Except for aregistrar or deputy registrar, the person assisting the voter

shall present to the registrar or deputy registrar his Louisiana driver's license, his

Louisiana specia identification card issued pursuant to R.S. 40:1321, or other
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generally recognized pictureidentification card that contains the name and signature

of the person assisting the voter. The registrar or deputy registrar shall write the

voter's name in the precinct register or list kept by the registrar and the name of the

person assisting the voter behind the tab for Assistance to Voters. The person

assisting the voter, including a registrar or deputy registrar, shall sign his name

behind the tab for Assistance to Voters.

C. Procedurewhen voter receives assi stance during early voting. The person

assisting the voter shall enter the voting machine with the voter and assist him in

voting. No other person shall enter the voting machine or assist the voter in voting.

No person assisting the voter shall reveal the name of any person for whom the voter

has voted, how he voted on any proposition upon which he voted, or anything that

took place while the voter was being assisted. When an early voting location is

equipped with a voting machine which provides an audio balot, the registrar or

deputy registrar shall offer the option of voting using the audio ballot to a visually

impaired voter or avoter who is unable to read. If the voter elects to vote using the

audio ballot, the registrar or deputy registrar shall assist the voter with the headset

and instruct the voter or the person selected to assist the voter concerning the use of

the audio ballot.

D. (1)(a) Prior to receiving assistance under this Section because of a

disability, including visual impairment, the voter shall file with the registrar in

person or by mail a statement setting forth the necessity and reasons for this

assistance and shall furnish the reqgistrar one of the following:

(i) A certificate of a medical doctor or optometrist certifying to the

irremediable nature of the physical disability as proof of disability.

(i) A copy of a current mobility-impaired identification card bearing a

photograph of the voter and the international symbol of accessibility issued by the

secretary of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections as authorized by the

provisions of R.S. 47:463.

(iii) A copy of current documentation showing eligibility for social security

disability benefits, veteran'sdisability benefits, paratransit services, benefitsfromthe
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office for citizens with developmenta disabilities, or benefits from Louisiana

Rehabilitation Services.

(b) If the statement is filed by mail, the voter shall include a copy of his

Louisianadriver'slicense, his L ouisiana special identification card issued pursuant

to R.S. 40:1321, or other generally recognized picture identification card that

contains the name and signature of the voter.

(2) If such statement with such documentation, if applicable, isfiled with the

registrar as provided in this Subsection or presented to the registrar or deputy

registrar during early voting, the registrar shall document those facts in the voter's

information on the statewide voter registration system and, as appropriate, on the

voter's original application for registration and on any other officia registration

records. The reqgistrar shall retain the statement and documentation, if applicable.

Thereafter, the voter shall not be required to present evidence of any kind during

early voting or at the polls.

E. A voter who has avisible physica disability or who presents a current

mobility-impaired identification card bearing a photograph of the voter and the

international symbol of accessibility issued by the secretary of the Department of

Public Safety and Corrections as authorized by the provisions of R.S. 47:463.4, and

the person who will be assisting him in voting, shall be allowed to go to the front of

the line to cast aballot when early voting.

81310. Execution of certificate; marking of ballot; casting vote; assistance

* * *

(2) Except as otherwise provided in Paragraph (1) of this Subsection, a
person otherwise qualified to vote by absentee by mail er-earty-votingbatot who is

btind visually impaired or physically-haneieapped disabled or who is unableto read

or write may receive assistance in voting absentee by mail er-earty-voting from any

person ef-htsseteetion selected by him. The failure of avoter to furnish notice and

proof during the time that the registration records are closed shall not deprive the
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voter of hisright to receive assistancein voting if he complieswith the requirements
of thelaws governing the conduct of electionswith respect to assistanceto votersin
casting their votes as required by R.S. 18:564(B}(%) or 1309.3.

* * *

C. Any person who assists avoter in voting absentee by mail or during early

votingif paper ballotsare utilized in early voting, shall execute the acknowledgment

on the ballot envelope flap prepared by the secretary of state, verifying that the

person providing the assistance has marked the ballot in the manner dictated by the

voter.

CHAPTER 7-A. SPECIAL PROGRAM FOR

PHY-SICALEYHANBHCAPPED VOTERS RESIDING IN NURSING HOMES

* * *

§1333. Wetifg Nursing home early voting program; voting by persons-eeriftriec-to

residing in a nursing home
A. For purposes of this Section, the term "nursing home" shall have the
meaning ascribed to it in R.S. 40:2009.2(1) and, with respect to a physicaty

handieapped person with a physical disability who tseenfined residesin a hospital

for an extended period of time by reason of a physical disability that makes it

improbable that he will be able to vote in person at the polls on election day orby

absentee-by-natt or during early voting batet, the term also shall mean a hospital.
"Nursing home" for the purpose of this Section shall also mean a veterans' home,
operated by the state or federal government, where aphystealty-handieapped person,
with aphysical disability who is unableto vote in person at the polls erby-absentee

baHet or during early voting because of a physical handieap;tsconfined disability,

resides.

B. A gualified voter who tstrabte-to-vote-becatse-of-confthement resides
in a nursing home within the parish in which he is entitled to vote by+eason-of

g and who is unable

to vote in person at the polls on election day or frem-vetifg during early voting as
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otherwise provided by this Code dueto aphysical disability may vote absentee early

as provided in this Section during the period extending at |east one week prior to the

beginning day for early voting through the last day for early voting established by

R.S. 18:1309.

voters shall be eligible to vote pursuant to this Section:

(1) A voter who prior to January 1, 2010, was approved by aparish board of

election supervisors as being eligible to participate in the Special Program for

Handicapped Voters as such program existed prior to January 1, 2010, and who is

aresident or has become aresident of a nursing home.

(2) A voter whoisaresident of anursing homewho providesto thereqgistrar

of voters current proof of disability from a physician along with a certification from

the physician which indicates that by reason of the voter's disability the voter is

unable to appear in person to vote either during early voting or at the polling place

on election day.

D.(1) A voter qualified to vote under this Section ane—approved—for
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to vote pursuant to this Section to the registrar of votersby letter. {2)-An application

to vote by-absenteebaltet as provided in this Subsectton Section shall be submitted
to and received by the registrar of voters at least thirty days prior to the election.

Such reguest may be submitted by mail, commercial carrier, or hand delivery. The

request shall be submitted over the voter's signature or mark if the voter is unableto

sign his name, signed by the registrar, deputy registrar, or one witness; provide the

name of the voter and the address of the nursing home; and if qualified pursuant to

Paragraph (C)(2) of this Section, provide current proof of disability from aphysician

along with a certification from the physician which indicates that by reason of the

voter's disability the voter is unable to appear in person to vote either during early

voting or at the polling place on election day.

(2) Upon receipt of avalid reguest, the request shall serve as an application

to vote pursuant to this Section. The application to vote in the nursing home early

voting program as provided in this Section shall remain valid indefinitely unlessthe

voter submits a written reguest to the registrar to be removed from the program or

the voter no longer resides in the nursing home listed in his application. However,

if the voter has become aresident of a different nursing home in the parish and has

notified the registrar of votersin writing of the change of nursing home address, his

application shall remain valid.
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2y The registrar shall notify the applicant by letter, at the return nursing

home address shown on the request, the day on which a deputy registrar or other
qualified person selected by the registrar will be present at the nursing home to
permit the applicant to cast his absentee ballot. The registrar shall assign a number
to the applicant, that shall be stamped or entered in ink on the upper right side of the
letter and also shall be entered in clearly distinguishable figures on the flap of the
absentee by mail ballot envelope that will contain the absentee by mail ballot to be
delivered to that applicant on the day designated in the letter. If theletter ismailed
by the registrar prior to hisreceipt of the absentee by mail ballotsfor the election, he
shall enter the name of the applicant, hisaddress, ward and precinct, and the number
assigned to the applicant on alist that he shall keep for the purpose and, upon receipt
of the absentee by mail ballots for the election, he shall enter the number on the

absentee by mail ballot envelope as abeve provided in this Subsection.

F.(1) On the day within the period fixed by law for absentee nursing home
early voting specified intheletter to the applicant as provided in Subsection E of this
Section, theregistrar shall go to each nursing home within the parish wherein reside

one or more voters who hav

aredligible

to vote pursuant to this Section and to whom the registrar mailed the letter provided

for in Subsection E heresf of this Section.

(2) Theregistrar shall havein his possession such materials and supplies as
are needed to permit each of such votersto cast an absentee by mail ballot, including
but not restricted to absentee by mail ballot envelopes, each of which bears the
number corresponding to the number entered on the letter mailed to the applicant as
provided by Subsection E of this Section, instructions, certificates, envelopes,
acknowledgment forms required by Paragraph (G)(4) of this Section, and aportable
metal box equipped with an open slot in its top surface of sufficient size to permit

acompleted ballot envelope to be deposited in the box. Theregistrar shall lock the
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box before tt+eaves he removes it from his office and shall retain the keys in his

office.
G. Thevoting by each voter shall be accomplished in the following manner:
(1) The voter shall present to the registrar the letter he received from the
registrar that bears the reply number assigned as provided in Subsection E of this
Section. Theregistrar shall compare the number on the letter with that the number

on the absentee by mail ballot envelope in his possession and, if they are identical,

he shall hand the envelope containing the absentee by mail ballot to the voter.
However, if the voter is on the inactive list of voters, the voter must complete an
address confirmation card prior to receiving the envel ope containing the absentee by
mail ballot.

(2) Unless requested by the voter to assist him in voting; as provided in
Paragraph (4) of this Subsection, the registrar shall retire from the presence of the
voter while the voter marks his ballot and completes his ballot envelope.

(3) The voter shall mark his ballot as provided in R.S. 18:1310(A). The

voter then shall place the absentee by mail ballot in the absentee by mail ballot

envelope, seal the envelope, and sign the certificate on the absentee by mail ballot

envelope flap.

(4)(a) The voter may receive assistance from any person of-his-setection

selected by him, except acandidate-in-the-etection—and-exeept a person who is

prohibited from assisting avoter pursuant to R.S. 18:1309.3 and the owner, operator,

or administrator of the nursing home or an employee of any of them. However, no
person except a spouse, blood relative, or the registrar may assist more than one
voter in voting.

(b) Any person who assists the voter in signing his name or marking his
ballot shall explain to the voter that a signature or mark so made constitutes
certification that all statements in the certificate are true and correct and that any
person who knowingly provides false or incorrect statements is subject to afine or

imprisonment, or both.
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(c) Any person who assists the voter shall execute an acknowledgment, on
a form which shall be prescribed and furnished to the registrar of voters by the
secretary of state and made available by the registrar of voters through the deputy
registrar who appears at the nursing home, verifying that he has marked the ballot
in the manner dictated by the voter.

(5) Thevoter shall notify theregistrar when he has compl eted hisvoting, and

the voter shall place the sealed absentee by mail ballot envelopein the locked metal

box.

(6)(@) Theregistrar shall proceed in the above described manner and using
the same procedure for each voter in the nursing home who is qualified to vote by
absentee-baHet in that election.

(b) Upon returning to the registrar's office, the registrar shall unlock the
metal box containing the absentee by mail ballots, remove them from the box, and
otherwise follow the procedures for the posting of the name, ward, and precinct of
the voter, and other procedures as required by R.S. 18:1311 and other applicable
provisions of the Election Code relating to absentee by mail and early voting ballots.

(7) Upon receipt of an address confirmation card, theregistrar shal reinstate
the voter to the official list of voters.

H. Notwithstanding the provisions of this Section, the registrar may utilize
the same absentee voting procedures, voting machines, and equipment used for early
voting to conduct voting under this Section.

|. The secretary of state may adopt such rules and regulations as are

necessary to effectuate the provisions of this Section.

§1334. Electioneering in connection with voting in nursing homes; enforcement;
penalty
A. During the period extending from thirty seven days prior to the time that

earty voting begins pursuant to R.S. 18:1333 for an el ection until-theearty-votingfor

that—etection—etoses the polls have closed on election day, no owner, operator,

employee, or agent of such owner, operator, or employee, or any stockholder of any

nursing home or candidate or employee of or agent or worker for any candidate shall
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perform or cause to be performed any of the following acts while on duty or on the
premises of the facility:

(1) Solicitinany manner or by any means whatsoever any person esnfired
to residing in a nursing home to vote for or against any candidate or proposition
being voted on in the election.

D.(1) The provisions of this Section shall not prohibit a person, who is not
an owner, operator, employee, or agent of such owner, operator, or employee, or any
stockholder of any nursing home from performing any of thelisted actsin anursing
homeinwhich he is apattentoer resident. However, such aperson shall not erect in
or affix to any of the common areas of the nursing home any political signs, pictures,
or other forms of political advertising, or display any such political material within
the common areas of the nursing home on the day when the registrar of voters
conducts absentee voting at the nursing home.

(2) The provisions of this Section shall not prohibit a person who is not an

owner, operator, employee, or agent of such owner, operator, or employee, or any

stockholder of any nursing home and who at the direction of or with the consent of

aresident of anursing home from placing political signs, pictures, or other forms of

politica advertising in the resident's private room in the nursing home.

* * *

81461. Election offenses; penalties

A. No person shall knowingly, willfully, or intentionally:

* * *

(24) When assisting avoter in voting, fail to mark the ballot or vote in the

manner dictated by the voter.

Section 2. R.S. 18:1309(E)(5), 1321, 1331, 1332, and 1335 are hereby repeaed in
their entirety.
Section 3. The Louisiana State Law Institute is hereby directed to remove the

designations of Part I, Part 11, and Part 111 of Chapter 7-A of the Louisiana Election Code.
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Section 4. This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2010.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:
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